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ANNEXED TO 


'The Firſt Set of Interrogatories, 


[1 Cor. 15 C. 21 and 22 V. For ſince by Man came 
Death, by Man came (or more properly) cometh alſo 
the Reſurrection of the Dead. For as in Adam all 
die, even fo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. 


N theſe Words, and through all the remaining Part of this Chapter, St. Paul 
introduces a Compariſon, or rather Contraſt, between Adam and our Bleſſed 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who are both particularly diſtinguiſhed from all the reſt of 
the Human Species, by their being formed immediately by the Almighty Power 
of the Creator, without the Intervention of natural Means, on which Account 
they are each of them by the Holy Evangeliſt emphatically called the Son of God. 


It follows, therefore, that either our Lord and Mafter Jeſus Chriſt was truly and 


literally a Man of the very ſame Nature, and having the ſame Kind of Soul and 
Body with which the firſt Adam was created, or elſe this and many other impor- 
tant Paſſages of Holy Writ muſt be deemed entirely falſe; indeed this Conſe- 
quence is fo very obvious, that I think he is almoſt univerſally acknowledged to 
have been perfectly a Man, even by thoſe who in the ſame Breath contradict their 
own Aſſertion. But it is far from my preſent Intention to cenſure, or even to en- 
quire into, the ſpeculative Opinions of any Set of Chriſtians whatſoever. ]* But I 
have not choſen the Words of the Apoſtle now read to you with a Deſign to make 


them alone the Subject of our preſent Meditations, but merely becauſe they are 


the Introduction to that clear and ample (1ſt Page) Explanation of the Doctrine 
of our own Reſurrection, which St. Paul has given us in the Sequel of this 
Chapter, a Doctrine, which the glorious Event we this Day commemorate was 
intended at once to convince and to remind us of, and which, notwithſtanding 
all the plain and ſatisfactory Inſtructions of the great Apoſtle, I fear, is by the 


Generality of modern Chriſtians but very imperfectly underſtood, But fince it is 


the moſt important, indeed the fundamental Article of all our Religious Faith, I 
hope I ſhall not be thought to miſapply the preſent Occaſion, by requeſting your 
particular Attention to the main Points of that rational and uſeful Leſſon taught us 


in this well-known Chapter.of St. Paul's firſt Letter to his Diſciples at Corinth. 


The two chief Objects the Apoſtle had in View were the Order of the Reſurrection 
as to Time, and the Manner of it. Having expreſsly aſſerted, and by unqueſtiona- 
ble Evidence proved, the Certainty of our Lord's ReſurreCtion, in the Words of 


the Text and the preceding and following Verſes, he clearly infers from it the 


molt ſtedfaſt Aſſurances of the future Reſurrection of all Mankind; but that we 
might not conclude, -that the whole human Species will be raiſed from the Dead 
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. Thoſe Paſſages incloſed between Crotchets [] are the Paſſages mentioned in the Interro- 
gatories as being ſtruck through with a Pen, 


at 


1 


at one and the ſame Time, contrary to many clear and expreſs Prophecies of our 4 


Holy Religion, the Apoſtle tells us, that tho? every one will be raiſed, yet it will 
be in his own Order, Chriſt the firſt Fruits; afterwards they that are Ch : ye 
that God raiſed from the Dead, to the Inheritance of eternal Glory a 
lity, in Reward of his ſinleſs Life and perfect Obedience unto Death: 
that are his, (2d Page) particularly that glorious Company of Apoſtles and carly © 
Converts to Chriſtianity, who forſook all to follow their Lord and Maſter WE 4 
as far as concerned this Life alone were of all Men the moſt miſerable, and wha & 


at laſt ſealed their Teſtimony with their Blood, ſhall be diſtinguiſhed from the = 
reſt of Mankind in the Order and Glory of their Reſurrection. That the King- = 
dom of this World will at length become the Kingdom of God and his Chris. WE 

» Af 


is the univerſal Language of all the Prophets, both of the Old and New Teſta. 
ment, and that our Bleſſed Saviour will miraculouſly deſcend from Heaven to 
take that Kingdom upon him, and eſtabliſh univerſal Righteouſneſs amongſt 
Men, he on many Occaſions taught his Diſciples before his Death, but much 
more particularly afterwards in his Revelation to his Apoſtle St. John. For the 
ſpeedy Accompliſhment of this great Event he hath directed us to pray to 


God in that Article of our daily Devotions, Thy Kingdom come; and to T 


this Coming of Chriſt it is that St. Paul alludes, both in his Epiſtle to the 
Theſſalonians, and in the Paſſage we are now conſidering ; for St. John aſſures 


us, that the glorious Reign of Chriſt on Earth ſhall commence a Thouſang © 
Years before the End of the World, and the general Reſurrection of the Sons of © 
Men; and that at the Commencement of that happy Period, all thoſe who have © 

been lain for the Teſtimony of Jeſus, and for the Word of God, ſhall riſe again to 


Glory and eternal Life, and, St. Paul tells us, ſhall be caught up to meet the 


Lord in the Air, and ſhall Reign with him there during the whole Continuance 3 


of that paradiſaical State of the Earth; after which will come the End, and total 


Deſtruction of this Globe, and at the ſame (3d Page) Time the whole Multitude © 
of the Dead, both (mall and great, ſhall riſe again, and appear before the] udge- * 
ment Seat of Chriſt. The Apoſtle goes on to inſtruct us till farther in the 
Nature and Conſequences of this Reign of Chriſt over the Earth; he reminds us, 
that it is fore told of him in the Book of Pſalms, that God would put all Things 
under his Feet; therefore, ſays he, he muſt Reign 'till he hath put all Enemies 
under his Feet. In the preſent State of Things, Sin and Wickedneſs appear 
every where triumphant, and the Sovereignty of God's Anointed (for that is the 
meaning of Chriſt) is ſo far from being acknowledged by whole Nations, that it is 
to be feared, very few Individuals fincerely obey his Laws. But at his ſecond glo- 
rious Coming he will utterly deſtroy all the Enemies of his Goſpel, and of human 
Happineſs, and extirpate Sin and Satan from the Earth, and as the laſt Ene- © 
my that ſhall be deſtroyed is Death, when by the Univerſal riſing of the Dead to F 
Judgement, that Victory alſo ſhall be compleated, and he ſhall have put down all © 
Rule, and all Authority, and Power, then, St. Paul tells us, he himſelf ſhall de- 
liver up the Kingdom to God, even the Father, and be ſubject to him, who put I 
all Things under him, he will no longer retain the divine Power with which he 
is at preſent without Meaſure endowed, to anſwer the gracious Purpoſes of God's 
 all-wiſe Providence over the Affairs of Men, but will then reſign it to the Al- 
mighty Giver, that God may be all in all. [I am aware that this Account of the 
Perſon and Nature of our Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, is not at all conformable to the 


Notions and received Opinions (4th Page) of many of our Chriſtian Brethren. ] ! 
[It is not much more than TI'wo Hundred Years fince all the People of this 


Country, and indeed of all Chriſtendom, paid ſo implicite an Obedience and | 3 
Aﬀent to the Traditions of fallible Men, the Decrees of Popes and Councils, 
that, like the Scribes and Phariſces of Old, they actually made the Word of God * 
of none Effect, and as it is too certain that ſome Degree of the ſame Leaven of the 


Scribes and Phariſees, ſtill remains amongſt us, I moſt devoutly wiſh it would 


_ pleaſe God, to give the preſent Generation ſuch a Knowledge of the Divine 
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Coming}; then cometh the End: For as our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt was the firſt wy wr 
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Truths of his Holy Goſpel, and ſuch a rational and virtuous Courage, as might 

enable them to perfect that Reformation ſo well and gloriouſly begun by their 

Anceſtors. ] But at the ſame Time I am thoroughly convinced myſelf, as I am 

perſuaded every other attentive and unprejudiced reader of this Scripture muſt be, 

that the Doctrine I have now delivered to you, is truly and literally the Doctrine 

of St. Paul, of our bleſſed Saviour's own choſen Veſlel, and great Apoſtle to the 

Gentiles; and tho' I would not unneceſſarily offend the Scruples even of the weak- 

eſt Brother, yet if I ſhould neglect the Duties of my Function, in order to pleaſe 

Men, I ſhould nolonger be the Servant of Chriſt ; having taken upon me the weighty 

Office of hls Miniſter, my chief Concern is to teach nothing but what is ſtrictly 

agreeable to the Doctrines of himfelf and his Apoſtles, and woe is me, and every 

other Miniſter of the Goſpel, that teaches any Thing elſe ; for, ſays the Apoſtle, 
whoſe particular Doctrine we are now conſidering, though we or an Angel from 

(5th Page) Heaven, preach any other Goſpel unto you than that which we have 

preached unto you, let him be accurſed. As we ſaid before, ſo ſay I now 

again, if any Man preach any other Goſpel unto you than that which ye have re- 
ceived, let him be accurſed ; a ſolemn, fearful Execration; which ſhould not only 
deter Men from raſhly and inconſiderately taking upon themſelves the Office of 
Teaching others ; but ſhould alſo make all Preachers of the Goſpel cautious of 
departing in any Degree from the expreſs Words, or obvious Senſe of the holy 
Scriptures.] After giving us this clear Account of the different Periods at which it 


ö | is God's W ill, the Reſurrection ſhould take place, and explaining to us the Nature, 
Beginning and End, of the univerſal Kingdom and Reign of Chriſt; St. Paul reſumes 


a Reflection which he had made before in the preceding Part of this Chapter, 
which is, that if it was not for the Certainty of this great Article of our Faith, no 
Man of common Prudence would have been converted to the Chriſtian Religion, 
for if Jeſus Chriſt himſelf remained ſtill Dead, and his Diſciples, who had ſuffered 
Death for his Sake, were never to riſe to Life again, who would be baptized into 
a vain Belief in theſe dead Preachers of the Goſpel ? Or who would, for the Sake 
of the Dead alone, encounter the moſt unnatural, cruel Conflicts, and continual 
Hazards of his Life, to which the Apoſtle himſelf, and all the firſt Followers of 
Jeſus Chriſt, were daily, hourly expoſed ? In ſuch Circumſtances it had ſurely 
been wiſer to have adopted the Maxim of the careleſs Epicurean, renounced their 
Religion, and to have made the moſt of (6th Page) the ſenſual Enjoyments of the 
preſent Day, regardleſs of Futurity, becauſe the next might put a final Period to 
their Exiſtence, He then intimates, that ſince the Doctrine of the Reſurrection 
is built upon ſuch ſure Grounds, and the Proofs of it in our bleſſed Saviour's In- 
ſtance were ſo indiſputable and ſatisfactory, the Mind of no fincere Chriſtian can 
be deceived into a Diſbelief of it, till his Morals have been corrupted and rendered 
vicious by ſinful and evil Communications; for that if Men had the Knowledge 
of God, and of the Truth of his Revelation by Jeſus Chriſt, which, to theic 
Shame be it ſpoken, great Numbers in our Times, as well as ſome in the Time 
of the Apoſtle, have not, they would abſtain from every kind and degree of Sin, 
rouſe from their ſupine Lethargy of ſenſual Indulgence, and awake to Righteouſ- 
neſs and true Holineſs. After this uſeful and judicious Reflection, our Heaven- 
taught Inſtructor proceeds to teach us in explicit Terms the Manner of our riſing 
again from the Dead; a Point of Inſtruction which was abſolutely neceſſary, in 
order to obviate the Scruples and Objections of thoſe, who, before they could 
admit the Goſpel Doctrine of a Reſurrection, demanded how the Dead were to 
be raiſed, and with what Body they ſhould come ? When the Gentiles firft heard 
of the Reſurrection of the Dead, imagining that the Apoſtles meant by it the Re- 
ſurrection of the ſame Body with which every Man died, they ridiculed and re- 
jected it as both improbable and abſurd; and if that had really been their Doc- 
trine, it would have remained ſtill liable to endleſs and unſurmountable Difficulties 
and Objections; for tho? it muſt be acknowledged, that the all-ſeeing Eye of God 
keeps every (7th Page) Atom of the Creation diſtinctly under its View, and altho' 
it be loſt and imperceptable to us, traces it thro! all its numberleſs Viciſſitudes of Form 
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and Station, and that it is therefore certainly within the Power of Omnipotence MW 
to call every Particle home, and reunite them in the very ſame ſpecific Body that 
each Man was poſſeſſed of at his Death; Yet when we conſider the Bodies wich 


Nation, ſince, notwithſtanding the prodigious Changes our Bodies are con- come 


which Men are actually ſeen to die, ſome emaciated with Famine or pining Sick- oO Celef 
neſs, ſome worn out and decayed with mere old Age, ſome in the full Maturi 1 fitted 
of Manhood, and ſome again in the Immaturity and imperfect State of Infanc * lead 
and Youth, ſome deprived of many of the Organs of Senſe, and laſtly ſome ** be A Thir 
tute of entire Limbs ; what an injurious and unworthy Idea ſhould we have of i 4 Firm 
God's gracious Intent in our Reſurrection, if we ſhould ſuppoſe he meant to re. | = accor 
ſtore Mankind to Life again, in thoſe very individual Bodies. in which they die 3" Sun 

Had the firſt Preachers of the Holy Goſpel taught Men thus, it had been na that 
Wonder that their Doctrine became a ſtumbling Block to many, and was by oo * our E 
more accounted Fooliſhneſs. But St. Paul, if we will attend to him, will give 4 Apoſ 
us more rational and worthy Notions of Providence, and of that great. and im- Wea 
portant Event. [Notwithſtanding which there are too good Grounds for WW Pow: 
apprehending, that many Members of our own Church believe in a Re- anim 
ſurrection of the ſame Body, and it is well if even ſome of our Inſtructors | Bodi 
themſelves are not in the Number, We know that almoſt within the Mem = livin 
of our own Times, one of the wiſeſt and beſt Men, and moſt fincere Chriſtians with 
that this or any other Country has produced ſince (8th Page) the Age of the Holy Man 
Apoſtles, was railed at and traduced, branded with the Names of Hereſy and = ward 
Infidelity, by learned Divines, and even by a Biſhop of our Church, only for Man 
obſerving] that it is the Obſervation of a very diſtinguiſhed Writer of our own = cloth 


tinually undergoing from the unformed Embryo, to the laſt State of helpleſs both 
decrepit Age, every Man is ſtill conſcious in every Period of his Life of the © fit 
Sameneſs of his own Perſon, it is evident our Identity depends upon our Minds mad 
alone, and therefore it is by no Means neceſſary, in order to conſtitute the ſane Imay 
| Perſons, that the Dead ſhould riſe to Life again with the ſelf ſame Bodies in 4 cart] 
| which they have either lived or died; and our Apoſtle in this well known Chapter = conv 
teaches us exactly the ſame Doctrine; nay, he carries it much farther, for he not © later 
only ſhews us, that ſuch a Reſurrection of the Dead is unneceſſary, but actually 4 mad: 
impoſſible, as we ſhall ſee in the Sequel of the Scripture now under our Conſide- tion, 
ration. To thoſe filly Objectors, who ſcrupled the Doctrine of a Reſurrection, inhe 
from a Suppoſition that it muſt mean the Riſing again of the ſame Body, our inhe 
Apoſtle replies, that the mere common Courſe of natural Vegetation might have Hea 
taught them a wiſer Leſſon : Thou Fool, ſays he, that which thou ſoweſt is not whic 
0 quickened except it die; and that which thou ſoweſt, thou ſoweſt not that Proj 
1 Body that ſhall be ; the very Grain we bury in the Earth, in Hopes of a ſuc- ſurre 
ceeding Harveſt, does not begin to vegetate until it is actually putrified and cor- the | 
rupted; and when in that periſhed, decayed State, it doth-ſprout forth and grow. in a 
How totally different from the bare naked Grain we threw into the Ground is Cha 
that compound Body (th Page) which we now behold, conſiſting of Root, | very 
Blade, Stalk, and Ear; thus every common Inſtance of the Renewal of vege- livin 
tative Life is a lively Emblem of the Reſurrection of Mankind, it is abſolutely | to C 
a new Creation, and beſpeaks the Almighty Hand of the great Author of uni- F mor 
verſal Nature. God giveth it a Body as it hath pleaſed him, and to every different Vee 
Species of Seed its own particular Body. If from the vegetable we turn our Eyes ing 
to the animal. World, we ſhall find, that the Bodies of all Animals are not com- bein 
poſed of the ſame Fleſh, but that they differ exceedingly according to the diffe- Fun 
rent Stations and Circumſtances in which they are placed; the Bodies of Men, I Tefl 
are very different from thoſe of Beaſts, of Beaſts from thoſe of Fiſhes, and of miſu 
| Fiſhes from thoſe of Birds; and as the different Situations of Animals on Earth / * Wh 
require that their Bodies ſhould be of ſuch various Kinds, ſo likewiſe muſt the Arti 
Inhabitants of Heaven differ ſtill more widely from the Inhabitants of the Earth; . and 
there are therefore celeſtial Bodies alſo as well as terreſtrial, but the Glory of the nion 
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| Goſpel, one Word beyond what is expreſsly written. 
our preſent Meditations will afford us a very convincing Proof, how wrong and 


ENS] 


Celeſtial is ſo far ſuperior to the Glory of the Terreſtrial, that we are no more 
fitted to inhabit Heaven, with ſuch Bodies as we now poſſeſs, than Beaſts are to 
lead the Life of Fiſhes, Fiſhes of Birds, or Birds of Men. And if we leave the 
Things of this earthly Globe and ſurvey the Stars, thoſe brilliant Bodies of the 
Firmament, we ſhall ſtill find them too differing from each other in Brightneſs, 
according to the Place they hold in the Order of the Univerſe, the Splendor of the 
Sun differs greatly from that of the Moon, and the Splendor of the Moon from 
that of the other Stars ; juſt ſo great a Difference is there between the Nature of 
our Bodies before Death, and after the Reſurrection, they are buried or ſown, as the 
Apoſtle metaphorically expreſſes it, in a State of Corruption, Diſhonour, and 
Weakneſs; but they will be raiſed incorruptible, glorious, and endued with 
Power; they are ſown natural Bodies, or, as it ſhould have been tranſlated, 
animal Bodies, but they will be raiſed ſpiritual Bodies, for there are ſpiritual 
Bodies as well as animal. Thus Moſes tells us the firſt Man dam was made a 
living Soul, but the laſt Adam is made a quickening Spirit, i. e. a Spirit endued 
with the Power of raiſing up the Dead to eternal Life, This ſpiritual State of 
Man, however, was not firſt in Order, but his animal Life, and after- 


ward that which is ſpiritual, the firſt Man was of the Earth, earthy, the ſecond 


Man is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſince his Aſcenſion into Heaven has been 
clothed with a glorious and ſpiritual Body, and at God's appointed Time will 
come from Heaven to eſtabliſh his univerſal Kingdom over the World. And as 


both our Bleſſed Saviour and ourſelves have, in Conformity to the Nature of the 


firſt Adam, born the Image of the Earthy in this Life, ſo ſha!l we in the next be 
made conformable to the now ſpiritual Nature of the ſecond Adam, and bear the 
Image of his heavenly Body; for ſuch as the Earthy is thoſe muſt be that are 
earthy, and ſuch as is the Heavenly they alſo muſt be that are Heavenly, To 
convince us farther of this Truth, St. Paul goes on to aſſure us, [not like ſome 


later Divines that God can be made Fleſh and Blood, or Fleſh and Blood be 


made God, but what is much more conſonant to the whole Syſtem of Revela- 
tion, as well as to the Voice of Reaſon} that Flcſh and Blood (11th Side) cannot 
inherit the Kingdom of God; neither is it poſſible for mortal corrupt Bodies to 
inherit Eternity and Incorruption; and to ſatisfy us the more fully upon this 
Head, behold, ſays he, I diſcloſe unto you a Myſtery, that is, a Circumſtance 
which has been hitherto kept ſecret, and is not fully explained in the great 
Prophecy of the Revelations; we ſhall not all be dead at the Time the Re- 
ſurrection takes Place; but at the laſt Trump when the Dead ſhall be raiſed with 
the ſpiritual immortal Bodies before deſcribed, thoſe of us who remain alive, ſhall 
in a Moment, in the Twinkling of an Eye, undergo a ſudden and a total 
Change, and by an entire new Creation of our Bodies be transformed into the 
very ſame State in which our deceaſed Brethren will be raiſed. For whether 
living or dead, adds the Apoſtle, before we can inherit the Promiſes of the World 
to come, this corruptible Nature of ours muſt put on Incorruption, and this 


mortal muſt put on Immortality. [Is it poſſible now for any Doctrine to be deli- 


vered in plainer or more intelligible Terms than this of the Holy Apoſtle's reſpect- 
ing our Reſurrection? And when we conſider that this Portion of Scripture, by its 
being ſo properly appointed by our Church to be uſed in the Divine Service at every 


7M uneral, is oftener heard and read than any other Part of either the Old or New 


Teſtament, how can we account for its not only having been by great Numbers 
miſunderſtood, but alſo contradicted even by the Voice of public Authority ? 


Wen Men can miſapprehend, and err ſo widely in the moſt clear and obvious 


Articles of the Chriſtian Revelation, what meck and humble Follower of our Lord 
and Maſter can have the Arrogance to aſſert the infallible Orthodoxy of his Opi- 
nions, (12th Side) upon the more abſtruſe and obſcure Points of our religious 
Faith? And in the intricate, perplexing, Subtleties of metaphyſical Speculations, 


iſe and good Man will ever dare to advance as an Article of Chriſt's 
wane wi 7 Indeed the Subject of 


dangerous 
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dangerous it is, in drawing up the Articles of our Belief as Chriſtians, to ad 8 find a 


any other Manner of Expreſſion, beſides th * 
lieve. Of all the rar. e and . ook we 2 be- thus, 
Times, and in different Places, have been impoſed wy ich at different was ce 
appeared to all Parti 4 . poied upon Mankind, none h — matic 
ppe arties ſo juſt and unexceptionable as that which 8 
Apoſtles Creed, for this very ſufficient ch we call th breaki 
ry ſufficient Reaſon, becauſe the ſeveral Articles © . 
this Form alone, are for the moſt Part expreſſed in Terms ſtrictly confor we g © Sven 
the very Language of the Apoſtles themſelves. And it is with — whe "x — 
remark, that tho" for the Sake of ſubſequent Diſtinctions ſome of us ar n ee 
cerned with much greater Warmth of Zeal to defend and maintain Creeds of pov 3 m 
different Stamp, which are conſeſſedly incomprehenſible and unintelligibl ol 4 ou 
Mind of Man; yet as Chriſti is | : atelligible to the which 
; 5 1 ians, this is the only one with which we have an 

Thing to do, becauſe it is this alone into which we are all baptiſed. And even this. 4 and la 
by the Deviation of one Word only from the literal Expreſſion of the Holy Sc ag Cc Dy 
tures is not entirely the Doctrine of the Apoſtles. It teaches us to 3 * pPhet 

Reſurrection of the Body; and by the Uſe of that one unſcriptural Phraſe has | * . total 
the Foundation of that erroneous Opinion, that we ſhall riſe again from the Dea Nj Victo 
with the ſame kind of Bodies in which (13th Side) we now live, a Notion which 5 Aantis 
St. Paul has taken particular Pains to obviate and contradid throughout a 4 a 
whole Tenor of the Chapter now before us; our earthly Bodies being as ark 'J es 
pable of Immortality, he tells us, will not be raiſed again, but that God will = woulc 
then, through the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, create and give Mankind new r 0 end ” 
incorruptible Bodies, fitted for that ſpiritual Life into which our Reſurrection 3 POR 
will be a ſecond Birth ; and as theſe ſpiritual Bodies did not exiſt before, the * Keg 
cannot with the leaſt Propriety be ſaid to riſe again; there will not therefore 5 a re 
any Reſurrection of the ſame Body: And this Article of the Belief ought to have LA proa oh 
been expreſſed in the Words, which our bleſſed Saviour always uſes upon this © Time 
Subject, and which are indeed adopted into what we call the Nicene Creed wan 
the Reſurrection of the Dead.] There is a particular Expreſſion which St. P. . N 
makes uſe of in the Cloſe of his Argument on this Head, which is highly PRE 1 _ 
ſerving our Regard: He tells us, that he explains to us a Myſtery, when he in- . W 
forms us, that the Dead ſhall be raiſed, and the Living ſhall be changed, at the :  Heave 
laſt Trump; for the Trumpet, ſays he, ſhall ſound, The chief Cauſe of thoſe | 2 * 
endleſs Controverſies in Divinity, which we ſometimes ſee carried on by Chriſti- q 2 
ans with a very unchriſtian Spirit, is, that Men will not be at the Pains, by N = 
comparing different correſponding Paſſages of Holy Scripture together, and hag 4 Sever 
ſerving the Connection which each has with the other, as well as with the ge- P har 
neral Intent and Meaning of the particular Book or Chapter in which it 1 wo : 
is placed, to diſcover what Expreſſions are to be taken in a literal, and what in | I I _ 
a figurative, Senſe, without which there is no Doctrine ſo wild and irrational 3 Fn 
that the Bible may not be made to teach. But I would fain hope, that none in A and 1 
this Audience are ſo extremely ignorant, as in this Place to underſtand the Apoſ- £ Who 
tle in a literal Senſe, to imagine there are really ſuch 'I hings as Trumpets (Iath . 
Side) in Heaven; or that God will uſe the Sound of a Trumpet to call the Dead MW This 
to Life again. Our Lord and Maſter gives us other Notions of that all power- ® by th 
ful Summons : Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, the Hour is coming and now is, . r 
when the Daad ſhall hear the Voice of the Son of God, and they that hear ſhali Þ * +Jhall 
live. The Words laſt Trump, and the Trumpet ſhall ſound, are evidently me- have 
taphorical ; and if we would underſtand their real Meaning, we muſt turn to ® Predi 
the Tenth Chapter of the Revelations of St. John, and there we ſhall find the  Grav 
very Myſtery which St. Paul here declarcs he 1s explaining. The Prophecies of S Toa 
Holy Scripture, for many obvious Reaſons, were not calculated to be clearly BF that 
underſtood before the deſtined Time of their Completion ; they are therefore, * 3 
for the moſt part, couched in Phraſes highly figurative and metaphorical ; but W The 
whoſoever has ſtudied thoſe Parts of Divine Revelation with the Attention they = Sin it 
deſerve from every Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, and obſerve particularly the Meta- truly 
over 


17 1 
Fuad a great Uniformity and Propriety in the Uſe of thoſe figurative Expreſſions, 


| al thus, to inſtance in the Caſe before us, becauſe in common Life the Trumpet 


was conſtantly employed to give the Signal for War and Battle, in the emble- 
matic Language of Prophecy, the Sound of the Trumpet always ſignifies the 
breaking out of ſome great War amongſt Men, which would be followed by ſuch 

Events as are the main Objects of the Prophecy: Accordingly we find St. 7 


a deſcribing the ſeven great Wars that were to occaſion all the future important 
Revolutions upon Earth, under the Figure of ſeven Angels founding ſeven 
I $ Trumpets after each other: The four firſt are clearly prophetic of the four 
5 grand Invaſions of the Roman Empire by thoſe barbarous (15th Side) Nations, 
= which put a final Period to its Exiftence in theſe weſtern Parts of the World, 


3 and laid the Foundations of all thoſe ſeparate Kingdoms into which we ſce Europe 


his, | 4 at this Day divided; by the Sounding of the fifth and ſixth Trumpets the holy Pro- 


phet predicted the memorable Invaſions of the Saracens and Turks, and the 
total Deſtruction of the eaſtern Part of the Raman Empire, by the final 
Victory of the Turks, and the Eſtabliſhment of their Dominion at Con- 


1 ſtantinaple. And it is obſervable, that by the uninterrupted Order in which 


theſe ſix Angels are mentioned as ſounding their Trumpets, St. John intimates, 
what we find from Hiſtory was true in Fact, that no conſiderable Space of Time 
would intervene between the Commencement of thole ſix Wars, which were to 
end in the total Overthrow of the long continued and wide extended Empire of 
ancient Rome. But between the Accompliſhment of that ſignal Event, and the 
breaking out of the next and only War, which was to produce any further great 
and important Change in the Kingdoms of this World, he ſuggeſts to us the In- 
terpoſition of an Interval of many Years, the grand Events of that intervening 
Time, which are the Subject of the ſubſequent Prophecy, makes up the Re- 
mainder of this ineſtimable Book of the Revelations, are alluded to in 
the Voices uttered by the Seven Thunders, which the Prophet is commanded at 
that Time to ſeal up, and not to write them. But he goes on to tell us, in the 
Words of the Archangel, whom he beheld in the Viſion coming down from 
Heaven, that in the Days of the Voice of the Seventh Angel, when he ſhall be- 
gin to ſound, the Myſtery of God ſhall be finiſhed, as he hath declared to his 
Servants the Prophets. It is this Myſtery that St. Paul unfolds to us in this 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians; he aſſures us, (16th Side) that the Trumpet of the 
Seventh Angel ſhall at length found, the Wars predicted by it aſſuredly take 
Place, and lead to the great and final Revolution of all the Kingdoms of the 
Earth; and he calls it the laſt Trump, becauſe the glorious Kingdom of Chriſt 
will then immediately appear, in which God has foretold us by his Prophet 
1ſaiah, that Nation ſhould not lift up Sword againſt Nation, neither ſhall they 
learn War any more. At the Beginning of this Reign of Chriſt, the Reſurrection 
and ſpiritual Change of thoſe true and faithful Servants of their Bleſſed Maſter, 
who ſhall be thought worthy to be Partakers of the Happineſs of his Kingdom, 
will aſſuredly be effected, and they will reign with him for a Thouſand Years, 
This is what St. 7%n calls the firſt Rolurreion. and what St. Paul diſtinguiſhes 
by the Reſurrection of thoſe that are Chriſt's at his Coming; but at the Concluſion 
of this appointed Reign of Chriſt, the World itſelf will 'be deſtroyed, and then 
ſhall all Mankind be raiſed from the Dead, and when the Son of God ſhall 
have thus .completely triumphed over all the Enemies of Man according to 
Predictions of the ancient Prophecies concerning him; the Dominion of the 
Grave will be totally deſtroyed, and Death itſelf will be ſwallowed up in Victory. 
To a fincere and faithful Chriſtian then, who has the firmeſt Grounds to hope 
that he ſhall be made Partaker of ſuch a glorious Reſurrection, what Terror, 
what Sting is there in Death ? or what Conqueſt can the Grave have over him ? 
The Sting of Death conſiſts only in Sin and Wickedneſs, and the Strength of 
Sin in the Rigour of the old Law. But Thanks be to God, to all thoſe who 
truly believe and faithfully obey the Goſpel, he hath now given a certain Victory 
over both, through the Earour of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Therefore, my be- 


loved 
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abounding in the Work of the Lord, becauſe we are now ſure, that whate 
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ho 


order to qualify ourſelves for a joyful Participation (17th Side) of them, cleanfe 
ourſelves from all Filthineſs both of Fleſh and Spirit; perfeQting Holineſs in the 
Fear of God; amidſt all the Allurements of Vice, and the numerous ſpirits 
Dangers to which our preſent State is expoſed, let us ſtill continue ſtedfaſt af 
unmoveable both in the Principles and Practice of our amiable Religion, alwa 


Inſtance of Self-denial, whatever Pains and Labour the conſcientious Diſchar 
of our Chriſtian Duty may at preſent coſt us, our Labour will not be in vai 
but we ſhall be infinitely rewarded at the Reſurrection of the Juſt, Let us cons 
ſider too, that not only our eternal Happineſs depends upon our obeying fait 


fully the Precepts of the Goſpel, but alſo that eternal Miſery will be the certain 3 
thongh fatal Conſequence of our Diſobedience, and impenitent Wickedneſs 3 4 
for though our gracious Redeemer aſſures us, that all the Dead ſhall hear hi? 
Voice, and come forth, yet the Good only he tells us ſhall come forth unto the 
Reſurrection of Happineſs and eternal Life, but the Wicked unto the Reſur- 


rection of Damnation. 


Now to God only Wiſe, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be aſcribed as is moſt 1 


due, &c. 


Tewkes, and Tredington, March 31/t, 1771, Longdon, April 7, 1771. 
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loved Brethren, ſeeing we have the ſure Promiſes of theſe Things, let us, 
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